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D
espite the fact that the first-
class final at Kingsmead 
before easter lost over 200 
overs due to either rain or 
a wet outfield, the Dolphins 

finally won the final against the Titans just 
after 11am on the final morning. The margin 
of victory in such a truncated match? Well, 
it was an innings and 76 runs, which in 
many ways was truly remarkable.

equally remarkable was that, batting 
first, the Dolphins only posted 295, thanks 
in the main to sarel erwee’s 100 and 
skipper Marques Ackermann’s 74, the two 
combining for a crucial third-wicket stand 
of 135.

With everything proceeding in such 
genteel – and rain-interrupted – fashion, 
few could have predicted what followed. 
on a dramatic fourth day, the Titans 
finally started their first innings and were 
bowled out for 53 in 43 overs, Dean elgar 
top-scoring with 16.

They were marginally better in their 
follow-on, scoring 166 (thirties to Yaseen 
Valli and Theunis de Bruyn, a forty to 
Rivaldo Moonsamy), but the Dolphins 
victory belonged to their spinners, 

Spin for the winRoyal fee
P

laying consecutive matches for 
the Lions in the 2014/15 Ram/
Slam T20 Challenge, Chris 

Morris conceded 37 and 50 runs 
respectively. “I was borderline being 
dropped, to be honest,” he now says 
cheerfully, “and I needed to get things 
back together.”

In his next T20 game, Morris 
bowled 23 dots and took 2/2 in four 
overs against the Cobras, a 
world-record at the time 
and new beginning 
of sorts. There were 
setbacks and cul-
de-sacs after that, 
of course, but 
there’s also an 
element of truth 
to the fact that 
he hasn’t looked 
back. 

Spells with Sydney 
Thunder and various 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) franchises 

followed, before Morris became the most 
expensive player ever signed earlier this 
year when the Rajasthan Royals bought 
him in the IPL auction for R31.7-million, 

beating off bids from the Mumbai 
Indians and the Punjab Kings in 

the process. 
In an environment in which 

demand outstripped supply, 
Morris’ death-bowling skills 

were sorely needed, but, even 
so, the record price left the 

local cricket community all 
agog – and has set him 
up for life money-wise. 
“I haven’t played much 
cricket during the last six 
months,” says the likeable 
all-rounder. “It feels like 

one long pre-season, to be 
honest, so I’m just looking 

to renew friendships at 
Rajasthan, I was there six years 

ago, and get on the park after my 
week in quarantine.”  
– Luke Alfred

SA v PAkiStAn
oDI Series: 2, 4 and 7 April
T20I Series: 10, 12, 14 and 16 April

nZ (W) v AuS (W)
oDI Series: 4, 7 and 10 April

iPL 2021
Pool matches: 9 April – 23 May
Qualifier 1: 25 May
eliminator: 26 May
Qualifier 2: 28 May
final: 30 May

SL v BAng
Test Series: 21-25 April,  
29 April – 3 May

Eng v nZ
Test series: 2-6 June, 10-14 June, 
18-22 June

Eng v SL
T20I Series: 23, 24, 26 June
oDI Series: 29 June, 1, 4 July
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Leading Batting Averages          
Name Team M Inns NO Runs HS Avg SR 100 50 
K Verreynne cob 5 8 1 680 216* 97.14 53.62 2 4 
AK Markram Ttn 7 12 2 945  204* 94.50 57.30 5 2 
R van Tonder kni 7 13 1 721 200 60.08 52.47 2 2 
PJ Malan cob 7 12 0 638 264 53.16 45.93 2 2 
RD Rickelton Lio 7 13 0 627 194 48.23 54.28 1 4 

Leading Bowling Averages          
Name Team M Overs Mdns Runs Wkts Avg RPO BB 5I 10M
S Muthusamy Dol 7 156 40 407 28 14.53 2.60 6-79 1 0
D Potgieter Lio 3 58.1 14 171 11 15.54 2.93 4-41 0 0
P Subrayen Dol 4 171.1 40 359 19 18.89 2.09 6-24 1 1
KA Maharaj Dol 5 262.5 49 696 34 20.47 2.64 7-48 4 1
CP Savage cob 3 83.4 17 251 12 20.91 3.00 5-77 1 0

Highest total 523-8*  Cape Cobras v Knights (Cape Town)  
Lowest total 53  Titans v Dolphins (Durban)      
Highest score 264 PJ Malan Cape Cobras v Knights (Cape Town)
Fastest fifty (balls) 30 KA Maharaj Dolphins v Lions (Johannesburg)
Fastest century (balls) 71 GJ Snyman Knights v Warriors (Bloemfontein)

4-Day Figures

Prenelan Subrayen (above) and Senuran 
Muthusamy (right), who bowled out the 
Titans twice, sharing 19 wickets between 
them. 

subrayen’s match figures were: 60-22-
80-10, while Muthusamy’s were 42.2-18-
91-9 on what turned out to be a great 
couple of days for spin and a great couple 
of days for the home side. – Luke Alfred

* Stats provided by Andrew Samson

CRiCKeTing 
CAlenDAR

W ith the retirement of Faf 
du Plessis, and Quinton 
de Kock having been 
relieved of the captaincy, 
there was an opening 

for the top job in the South African 
setup. In early March, it was announced 
that Dean Elgar would captain the Test 
side. Concurrently, Temba Bavuma was 
awarded the ODI and T20I captaincy. 
Cricket South Africa have chosen to 
emulate the separate captaincy model 
introduced by Australia, and perfected 
by England. Aaron Finch has led a 
consistently powerful white-ball outfit 
for years, while Eoin Morgan was at the 
helm of England’s World Cup win in 2019.

Bavuma takes the reins
Bavuma, now nearly 31, has grown 

in seniority in the Proteas setup 
over the last half-decade. While he is 
relatively new to international limited 
overs cricket, his white ball returns in 
green-and-gold have been impressive. 
He averages over 50 with the bat in a 
handful of ODIs and has 4 scores over 30 
in 8 T20I outings.

Indeed Bavuma is now likely to be at 
the height of his powers as a batsman. 
He is a mature and experienced 
cricketer. As a result, he has been 
trusted with the captaincy in the lead-up 
to the World T20 later this year, and 
the 50-over World Cup in 2023. Both 
tournaments are set to be held in India.
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quick singles

T
he indian city of Lucknow, 
not far from the jagged teeth 
of the Himalayas and Nepal 
and kathmandu in the north, 
is not necessarily a place 

where you expect South african cricket 
history to be made. but it was here a 
couple of weeks ago where South africa’s 
women’s team clinched the five-match 
oDi series against their indian opposition 
in match four, reaching their highest-ever 
total in a run chase in so doing.

The plaudits came thick and fast, with 
acting cricket Sa chief executive pholetsi 
moseki calling the win “amazing” and 
director of cricket, graeme Smith, noting 
that this was the women’s third series win 
on the reel after wins against pakistan 
(home) and New Zealand (away).

With South africa 2-1 up at that 
stage, india posted 266 for four 
batting first, thanks in the main to the 
diminutive punam Raut’s 104 not out and 
Harmanpreet kaur’s blistering 54 down 
the order. although their total looked 
competitive (it was their highest home 

total for eight years), india were without 
bowler Jhulan goswami and were unable 
to take wickets at regular intervals, 
which might have checked South africa’s 
partnership-building.

The chase began well for the visitors 
in green. mansi Joshi, a fast-bowler 
from the punjab, was expensive in her 
opening spell as stand-in captain Laura 
Wolvaardt and Lizelle Lee scored swiftly 

from the get-go. Their opening stand of 
116 (before Lee was out leg before for 
a 75-ball 69) was just what coach Hilton 
moreeng ordered, and although scoring 
slowed in the run up to Wolvaardt’s 
dismissal for 53 (Sa 133 for two), South 
africa were well-placed at halfway with 
wickets in hand.

in retrospect, the Wolvaardt dismissal 
was a false dawn. New batters Lara 
goodall and mignon du preez posted the 

innings’ second century partnership (103) 
as South africa hauled in india’s total. Du 
preez was imperious, scoring a six and 
eight fours in her 55-ball 61, but goodall’s 
slightly more sedate 59 not out had the 
more interesting backstory. 

The left-hander has failed to translate 
her provincial potential onto the 
international stage, talking about a 
‘disconnect’ between ambition and 

delivery, but she was able to change that 
all in Lucknow. She dedicated the win 
to her opening partnership, but also to 
moreeng, who she said believed in her 
when it was difficult to believe in herself. 

moreeng’s side also won match five, 
wrapping up the series 4-1. it took the 
women to second in the world behind 
australia, their highest ever oDi ranking, a 
situation moreeng described as a “proud 
moment”. – Luke Alfred

Proudly No.2 in the world

 It took the women to second in the world 
behind Australia, their highest ever ODI ranking

connecting the shots:  
Lara goodall in Lucknow. 

Cheeky Chirps
“Even when I was waiting to bat, I was looking at the board 
and it almost felt like a bit of a spelling mistake.”  
– Tasmania’s Matthew Wade on having bowled out NSW 
for their lowest first-class total of 32. (23 March)
 
“Starts like a Corolla, finishes like a ferrari.”  
– India’s Dinesh Karthik on Virat Kohli’s 46-ball 77* 
against england in the third T20I. (17 March)
 
“I actually feel quite exhausted. I feel like I played a game 
yesterday.” – aussie quick Jhye Richardson the day after 
the IPl auction, where he was bought by the Punjab Kings. 
(19 February)
 
“I think I would have been the best batsman in the world if  
I played cricket.” – former Italy football star Christian Vieri, 
who spent his early childhood in australia. (11 February)

“Sometimes I would wake up in the middle  

of the night and Saeed ajmal would be  

bowling at me.” – faf du Plessis on his  

battles with Pakistan.

D
evon Conway will turn 30 in 
a couple of months’, the kind 
of age by which 

time the gifted and 
the early achievers 
are already on the 
downward slope.  
That’s certainly 
not the case with 
Conway, who left 
his comfort zone 
in Johannesburg a 
couple of years ago 
to pursue international 
cricket with new Zealand.

First he shot out the lights 
for his adopted province, 
Wellington, then finally got 

his T20i and oDi call-up after 
qualification for the Black Caps. He’s 

looked indecently comfortable 
on the big stage, making 

a debut international 
oDi hundred against 
Bangladesh and 
generally looking to 
the manor born. in 
his 11 T20i’s so far, 
he averages a shade 

under 60 with four 
fifties at an impressive 

strike rate, and these 
numbers will only improve. 

He surely has a good four or 
five years of international cricket 
ahead of him.

it’s been a long and winding road for 
the precocious former st John’s College 
schoolboy. He broke every record 
going at a school that produced Bruce 
Mitchell, Mike Rindel and Clive Rice and 
great things were expected from him. 
not for lack of trying, but it just wasn’t 
to be. Conway played for the strikers 
and then for the lions; he was in the 
side, but dropped out of it. He moved 
to the Dolphins, where he looked 
impressive – in patches.

He moved back to the lions and 
found himself yo-yoing between 
formats, neither him nor his coaches 
seemingly able to agree on where 
best he batted or what his ideal form 
was. Alas for south Africa, that all now 
seems irrelevant. let’s hope we don’t 
run into Conway on fire in the T20 
World Cup later this year.  
– Luke Alfred

if thE BLAck cAP fitS …



Quick,  
   quicker, quickest

An inauspicious start to his Test career 
hasn’t prevented Anrich Nortje from speedily 
becoming a Proteas regular. COLIN BRYDEN 
spoke to the Warriors quickie.

A 
century on Test 
debut is the 
stuff of dreams. 
For batsmen, 
not bowlers. 

Anrich Nortje’s introduction to 
the ultimate form of the game, 
against India in October 2019, 
could hardly have been tougher. 
After almost two days of toil at 
the Subrata Roy Stadium in Pune, 
Nortje had conceded exactly 100 
of the 601 runs scored by India 
without taking any of the five 
wickets that fell. 

Just over a week later, in Ranchi, 
there was more of the same as 
India again put the South African 
bowling to the sword on another 
unforgiving pitch and set up a 
second successive innings win.

Nortje conceded 79 runs, but 
had the consolation of his first 
Test wicket, that of Virat Kohli, 
India’s captain and scorer of an 
unbeaten double century in the 
previous match. It was a smart 

piece of bowling, too, two balls 
that swung away followed by one 
that nipped in and trapped the 
batsman in front of his stumps. “I 
just wanted to get a wicket. For a 
few moments I didn’t even realise 
it was Kohli, I was just so happy to 
get him,” he said.

Was he discouraged by his 
unflattering figures in India? Not 
a bit of it.

“My Test debut was very tough, 
but I’m still happy it happened in 
India in those difficult conditions 
rather than at Wanderers where 
maybe I could be nicking a guy 
off with a bad ball and having an 
easy start,” he said. “Over there 
all the bad deliveries got smashed. 
It opened up my eyes to what I 
needed to do and where I was.”

Keeping a close eye on the tall 
fast bowler from Uitenhage during 
his debut series was Vincent 
Barnes, Cricket South Africa’s high 
performance manager, who went 
to India as a bowling consultant.
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“The figures don’t tell the whole story,” 
said barnes. “conditions in india are a lot 
different. it’s not just the bounce and pace 
of the pitches. They use a different ball as 
well. anrich was quite hard on himself, 
but it needs to be remembered that he 
was asked to play a different role from 
what he was used to in South africa, a lot 
of bowling around the wicket and coming 
hard at the batsman.”

barnes said Nortje’s pace was his main 
asset. “You don’t often find that,” he said. 

it is that pace that has made Nortje 
one of the most exciting players in 
world cricket. He has all the physical 
attributes of a fast bowler, tall and 
loose-limbed with a rhythmical, knees-
pumping approach to the wicket and an 
uncomplicatedly smooth delivery. 

“i just think he’s great on the eye. i love 
watching him bowl,” says allan Donald, 
South africa’s first great post-unity fast 
bowler.

First Test victim:  
Virat Kohli.

“I have tried to bowl 
as fast as possible my 

whole life.”

“I just think he’s great on the eye.  
I love watching him bowl.”  – AllAn DonAlD

the amazing pace

QuIckest of 
the quIcks
nortje’s 156.2km/h delivery falls just 
outside the top 10 fastest recorded 
deliveries. 

1 Shoaib Akhtar (Pak):  
161.3km/h, v england, 2003

2Brett Lee (Aus):  
161.1km/h, v New Zealand, 2005

3Shaun Tait (Aus):  
161.1km/h, v england, 2010

4 Jeff Thomson (Aus):  
160.6km/h, v West indies, 1975

5 Mitchell Starc (Aus):  
160.4km/h, v New Zealand, 2015

6 Andy Roberts (WI):  
159.5km/h, v australia, 1975

7 Fidel Edwards (WI):  
157.7km/h, v South africa, 2003

8Mitchell Johnson (Aus):  
156.8km/h, v england, 2013

9 Mohammad Sami (Pak): 
156.4km/h, v Zimbabwe, 2003

10 Shane Bond (NZ): 
156.4km/h, v india, 2003

*as at 31 March 2021

pace alone, though, was never going to 
be enough to make anrich Nortje into an 
international star.

importantly, Nortje was prepared to 
put in the work to make the most of his 
natural attributes.

by the time he lined up against england 
at centurion two months after the india 
series, he was confident he belonged at 
the highest level.

“i had done a little bit of extra work. 
i still wasn’t the complete package, but 
i felt that series in india had grown my 
game a lot.” conditions in india had 
been as difficult for a fast bowler as any 
he was likely to encounter during his 
career. “i had a positive mindset. i wasn’t 
sure exactly how i was going to do it, 
but i knew that i needed to be more 
consistent.”

The trajectory since then has been 
encouragingly upward. He was the 
leading wicket-taker on either side in 
the four Tests against england, taking 
18 wickets at 27.11, including a maiden 
five-wicket haul at the Wanderers. He 
dismissed Joe Root, england’s captain and 
leading batsman, three times.

it got better in the severely truncated 
2020/21 Test season where his haul of 20 
wickets in four Tests against Sri Lanka and 
pakistan was double the number of any of 
his teammates. importantly nine of those 
wickets were in the two Tests in pakistan, 
with a return of five for 56 in the first 
innings in Rawalpindi providing convincing 
evidence that he could perform on the 
asian sub-continent.

in between, he attracted world 
attention by delivering the fastest ball 
recorded in the indian premier League, 
timed at 156.2km/h, close to the 100 
miles an hour (161.3km/h) club inhabited 
by the pakistani tearaway Shoaib akhtar.

He laughs when reminded that the 
headline-grabbing delivery in Dubai was 
scooped to the fine leg boundary by the 
englishman, Jos buttler, who had already 
hit him for a six and another four in the 
same over. “That’s cricket. i never thought 
i was anywhere close to that to be 
honest.” Television viewers were aware of 
the new speed record, but not the players 
on the field.

Nortje remembers the over primarily 
because he was struggling to control his 
length. He was bowling too full – which 

may have accounted for the speed gun 
reading, because full deliveries tend to 
be recorded as being faster than shorter 
ones. “i was trying to pull my length 
back, bowl a bit shorter, but it was full 
all the time.” The over had a happy 
ending because the last delivery, timed 
at 155.4kmh, uprooted buttler’s middle 
stump.

it’s been a long journey for the 27-year-old 
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 Nortje, from a backyard in the motor 
industry town of Uitenhage in the eastern 
cape to international cricket and the 
glamour of the ipL, with several setbacks 
along the way.

From the time he started playing with 
his brother anton, 13 years his senior, he 
always preferred bowling to batting. “i 
have tried to bowl as fast as possible my 
whole life,” he said. He played regular 
cricket at school and indoor cricket at 

junior provincial level. cricket was always 
his sport of preference despite playing  
at fullback for the Hoërskool brandwag 
first xV.

He was selected for the eastern province 
under-15 team and for a team, which 
he describes as “just a few guys from 
Uitenhage, Despatch and port elizabeth”, 
that played in a World Futures tournament 
in Hyderabad, india. The coach was 
mornantau Hayward, whose raw pace 
earned him 16 Test caps at the turn of 
the century. Like Nortje, Hayward defied 
convention, emerging from Despatch to 
play international cricket.

“Nantie told me i needed to be stronger. 
i was quite skinny.  We just chatted about 
general stuff, not too much about cricket, 
but the thing i remember was he told me to 
do extra strength work.”

Hayward’s words were reinforced when 
Nortje had a stress fracture, a common, 
sometimes career-threatening, condition for 
young fast bowlers going through growth 
spurts, he believes was brought on by playing 
indoor cricket. “Trying to be fit for cricket 
was always a goal after that discussion.”

Runeshan moodley, currently the trainer 
for the Warriors, Nortje’s franchise team, 
was working at muir college, the english-
speaking Uitenhage rivals of brandwag. 
“He gave me a very basic programme to 
get stronger. To do the correct training is 
important. You have to be very specific 
in what you do, how you do it and when 
you do it.”

Nortje played for eastern province in 
three national schoolboy tournaments and 
played for South african Schools in his 
final year in 2012. 

a first-class debut for eastern province 
came in the same season, but despite his 
work with moodley his body was still not 
strong enough for the sustained rigours 
of first-class cricket. “The next season 
[2013/14], i probably bowled too much, 
running in and bowling quick. Not having 
that base of strength caught up with 
me.” He didn’t play any first-class cricket 
in 2014/15.

once again he knuckled down to hard 
work, this time with Drikus Saaiman, 
moodley’s predecessor as the Warriors’ 
strength and conditioning coach. “it took 

Debuts to forget
NoRTJe’S Test career didn’t get off to the greatest of starts, returning 0/100 off 
25 overs in South africa’s only innings in the field against india in october 2019. 
but his isn’t the worst start to a Test career… 

Bryce McGain: the aussie leg-spinner was smashed for 149 in 18 wicketless 
overs against South africa in 2009 in cape Town. in what proved to be mcgain’s 
only Test, the home team won by an innings and 20 runs .

Adil Rashid: another leg-spinner, the Yorkshireman’s debut for england in 2015 
saw pakistan pile on 163 runs off his 34 overs, with no return. Rashid went on 
to play 18 more Tests for england with best match figures of 7/178, taking four 
wickets in an innings on five occasions and five wickets in an innings twice.

Pankaj Singh: the indian seamer had a whopping 179 runs hit off his wicketless 
47 match overs against england in the third Test of 2014. Singh was picked 
again for the 4th Test, producing figures of 0/113 off 28 overs in the only innings 
england needed to bat. He was not selected again.

the amazing pace
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Bye, bye Buttler : Nortje gets the better of the 
English superstar.
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me a year or two to get strong and then 
get my pace up.” His training includes 
what he describes as “rehab, or pre-hab,” 
essentially “just trying to stay one step 
ahead of injuries”.

He made his franchise debut for the 
Warriors in 2015/16. although long 
regarded as a genuine fast bowler, 
his express pace is a relatively recent 
development. “i was probably in the 130s. 
my first one-day game for the Warriors 
i was trying to hit 140. it’s only the last 
two, three seasons that i built up my 
pace. piet botha, who was our ep coach, 
is very good with technical stuff and he 
helped me get into stronger positions. i 
picked up five to 10kms by just doing the 
right things, building on my strength with 
a few slight adjustments.”

Nortje’s role model as a youngster 
was Dale Steyn. “i’ve not tried to model 
myself on his action, it’s more about the 
competitiveness, the attitude and the 
angry eyes.”

The televised 2018 mzansi Super 
League gave Nortje a chance to play 
alongside Steyn for the cape Town blitz 
– and exposed a wider audience to his 

electrifying 
pace. “i joke 
that it’s thanks 

to [then blitz coach] ashwell [prince] for 
picking me up. i was still waiting to play a 
T20 game for the Warriors.”

He received word that the national 
selectors were interested in him, but 
he played in only three games for the 
blitz before an ankle injury sidelined him 
for two months. He had to watch in 
frustration as pakistan came and went. Sri 
Lanka were next. 

“There was quite a lot of talk before 
the Sri Lanka series, but with the ankle 
they didn’t want to select me.” He had 
to prove his fitness. He played in three 
domestic one-day games. Finally, the call 

came and he took the field in the first 
one-day international against Sri Lanka at 
the Wanderers in march 2019.

“i was very excited. That’s obviously 
something you want to do your whole 
life. it doesn’t matter what format it is, 
all you want to do is play for the proteas. 
During the anthems, i had my sunglasses 
on, i didn’t know what i was doing. my 
legs were numb, there was so much 
stress, but after the first ball, the first over, 
things started to settle down.”

He played in four of the five matches, 
took eight wickets and was selected for 
the marquee event of one-day cricket, the 
2019 cricket World cup in england. Then, 
just three weeks before the tournament, he 
suffered a broken right thumb while batting 
in the nets. more surgery, more frustration.

Little wonder, then, that playing in 
a World cup is a major career goal. “i 
definitely want to be part of the T20 
World cup [in india later this year], but the 
ultimate one will be to be part of a 50-over 
World cup in 2023. more immediately, i 
want to just try and perform as much as 
possible in whatever format i play.” 

  
Batting and fielding averages 
 Mat inns NO runs HS Ave Sr 100 50 ct 4s 6s ct St
Tests 10 18 4 104 40 7.42 432 24.07 0 0 14 0 2 0
ODIs 7 2 1 9 8 9.00 19 47.36 0 0 0 0 2 0
T20Is 5 1 0 2 2 2.00 6 33.33 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bowling averages 
 Mat inns Balls runs Wkts BBi BBM Ave econ Sr 4w 5w 10
Tests 10 17 1894 1164 39 6/56 8/120 29.84 3.68 48.5 0 3 0
ODIs 7 7 334 283 14 3/57 3/57 20.21 5.08 23.8 0 0 0
T20Is 5 5 114 155 3 1/24 1/24 51.66 8.15 38.0 0 0 0

the amazing pace

“I picked up five to 10kms by just doing 
the right things.”

*as at 31 March 2021
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Angry eyes: 
Nortje and 

Rabada get 
tips from 

Dale 
Steyn.
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Full name: anrich arno Nortje
Born: 16 November 1993
Batting style: right-handed
Bowling style: right-arm fast
Test debut: v india at pune, 10-13 october 2019
ODI debut: v Sri Lanka at Johannesburg, 3 march 2019
T20I debut: v india at mohali, 18 September 2019

NORTJE BY NuMBeRs

PLAYER STATS

R299pm
*

JOIN FROM JUST

T&C’s Apply.
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picture it

Trophy Time
Main image: The Dolphins celebrate their innings-and-
76-run win over the Titans in the recent final of the  
4-Day Franchise Series.

.

picture it

WWW.backpagepix.com

The final of the Momentum One-Day Cup was rained out. 
The lions and Dolphins shared the trophy.

The lions took the spoils against the Dolphins in the Betway 
T20 Challenge.



WWW.backpagepix.com and epa/maRTin HUnTeR
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picture it

mine’s 
longer 
Than yours
New Zealand’s Kane 
Willliamson and Australia’s 
aaron Finch compare beards 
ahead of their first T20 clash 
back in February.

play 
suspended. 
Ball losT.
Who’d offer to fetch a ball 
hit for six in the wilds of 
Kimberley? SA U19’s Joshua 
Stephenson in action during 
the CSA 3-Day Provincial Cup 
match. 

pracTice makes perfecT
Above: Mine, no yours! JJ Smuts, aiden Markram and Kagiso rabada in 
training ahead of the tour by Pakistan.
Right: Pakistan’s Shadab Khan grabs one on the stretch.



COLUMN

Stuart Hess, my colleague at The Star, 
and I had scored by getting rooms at The 
Imperial. The travel agent had wangled a 
deal that made it reasonable. It was New 
Delhi’s first luxury hotel, opened in 1936. 
Lord Mountbatten, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah met here to talk about India’s future. 
It was here they agreed to create a separate 
nation called Pakistan. 

It was posh and discreet. Smith could 
have a beer in peace here, we reckoned. He 
joined us in the 1911 Bar at a table in the 
corner. The chat in the bar subsided when 
he walked in. The waiters and barmen fell 
over each other to serve us. After we got 
our drinks, we looked up to see them half 
hiding behind a pillar, staring at Smith. 
Discreet, but not subtle. 

Smith no longer had to try too hard to 
be respected in England. After they lost to 
England in Chennai, a defeat snatched from 
the jaws of victory, an Indian journalist asked 
him about whether his team were ‘chokers’. 
“How did I know that someone would ask 
that question?” he answered, then rolled off 
a decent though terse reply. 

His decision to retire in 2014 was treated 
with regard in India. He was the captain 
who pulled together a team twisted and 
tortured by the 2003 World Cup failure, a 

22-year-old man who did things differently 
and had the bravery to make big decisions. 
He was ruthless and inspirational. His 
captaincy earned him respect from those 
he played against. Michael Clarke for one, 
Sourav Ganguly for another. He took on 
the two hardest jobs in cricket, opening 
the batting and captaining, and gave them 
everything. England captains would last four 
years at a push. Smith lasted for 109 of the 
117 Tests he played.

That has carried over to his position as 
Director of Cricket for Cricket South Africa. 
It may be the smartest decision the CSA has 
made in many a year. Respect is why Smith 
can get on to a phone and talk to Ganguly 
about more series. That is also why he 
backed Ganguly for the ICC presidency last 
year despite CSA walking it back. Respect 
is why he is not afraid to call out Australia 
for their recalcitrance and to send a blunt 
warning to the ICC about the sport’s future 
health and its need for leadership. That is 
why Australia are a little more worried than 
they are letting on. They remember the Smith 
who walked out to bat with a broken hand 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground in 2009 and 
had the Aussie fans giving him a standing 
ovation. They remember that determination. 

Respect is why Smith will be able to 
grow South Africa’s relationship with India 
and England. A call from Graeme Smith is 
not one that will be ignored. He earned it 
through learning leadership the hard way, 
reshaping a team in his image, shaking off 
the ghosts of the past and becoming the 
best on the planet. Smith does not want to 
be loved as director of cricket. Smith wants 
to succeed. 

The night after Smith joined us at The 
Imperial, Hess and I were in the 1911 Bar 
again. The barman rushed over to our 
table. We ordered. He returned, but looked 
distracted and kept looking at the door. 
“Will Mr Graeme be joining you tonight?”  
No, he wouldn’t. “Oh. Maybe tomorrow 
night?” No. But he will be around for some 
time to come. 

Kevin McCallum is a sports columnist and 
author, and was the Chief Sports Writer for 
The Star for 16 years.

“He earned respect rather 
than sought their love.”
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the nurdle   T h e  Ke v i n  M c C a l l u m  Co l u m n

T
he press conference at the 
Vidarbha Cricket Association 
Stadium after South Africa 
had beaten India during the 
2011 Cricket World Cup was 

bonkers. It had everything. Disbelief, joy, 
strained questions, blunt answers, broad 
smiles, thin lips, celebration. And a man 
spitting into his hand.

The man, a broadcast larrikin, stood up 
to ask Graeme Smith a question. He started 
talking. Realised he had gum in his mouth. 
Paused mid-question. Spat the gum into his 
hand, which he then let fall to his side and 
then continued with his question. Smith 
looked a little stunned and tried not to 
laugh, which was okay as I was doing that 
for him from the fifth row of seats from 
where he was sitting. 

The Indian journalists sitting around me 
shook their heads and muttered darkly 
about ‘respect’. Gum-spitter had not showed 
Smith respect. Smith deserved respect. He 
treated the Indian media with respect. MS 
Dhoni, who had been on the podium before 
Smith, had not just batted down questions 
that baited him or he felt he had answered 
already, but delivered some answers with 
barely-disguised sarcasm.

Smith, the Indian journalists remembered, 
had made a point of shaking the hand of 
most of them during a media get-together 
during the Test in Kanpur in 2004. He had 
been South Africa’s captain for just over 
a year and was still growing into the role, 
working out how it worked and how he 
should work it. Partha Bhaduri of The Times 
of India remembered how it was “meant 
to be an ice-breaker, a rare gesture from a 
touring international captain. Instead, people 
commented on his enormous hands – maybe 
the secret of his success as a slip fielder – and 
wondered if he was trying too hard”.

By 2011, Smith was a legend in India. 
He was never a captain people adored. His 
hardness and  brashness early on meant he 
earned respect rather than sought their love. 
During the World Cup, Smith needed a break 
from the constraints of the team hotel in New 
Dehli. The hotel bar was full most nights and 
the players would not be left alone. I invited 
him for a beer at our hotel, The Imperial.

Respect eaRned
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BACK ON TOP

The  New  
INdIa

After series wins over Australia and England, there’s 

no doubting that India is currently the team to beat. 

SURESH MENON looks at the young players making 

names for themselves.

All smiles: India celebrating their win 
in the fourth Test against Australia.



Emerging from this exciting journey was the 
future of Indian cricket

BACK ON TOP

WWW.backpagepix.com
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pujara had taken several body blows 
in australia, and in pant’s company had 
led the victory march in brisbane. The 
Finance minister announcing the budget 
spoke of india’s win which reflected “the 
unsuppressed thirst to perform and to 
succeed”. 

Victory on the cricket field is often 
appropriated thus by slogan-a-day 
politicians to show their hearts are in the 
right place. 

india’s series win in australia (2-1), 
followed by their home win against 
england (3-1) put them back on top of 
the international cricket council’s (icc) 
rankings. These also cleared a passage 
into the final of the inaugural World Test 
championship to meet New Zealand. 
it began with a humiliating defeat in 
adelaide where they were dismissed 
for 36 in a day-night Test, and ended 
with an innings win against england in 
ahmedabad.

emerging from this exciting journey 
was the future of indian cricket. opening 
batsman Shubhman gill is 21, as is 
Washington Sundar, who was twice 

left unconquered on the verge of a 
century. pant is 23. axar patel, one 
of two destroyers of england with 27 
wickets (Ravichandran ashwin being the 
other with 32) is 26, as is medium pacer 
mohammed Siraj. Waiting in the wings 
is prithvi Shaw, 21, who already has a 
century on debut, and not forgetting a 
host of fast bowlers. 

Washington averaged 42 against 
australia and topped with 90.50 against 
england. gill averaged 51.80 in australia, 
but wasn’t as successful at home. 
Ravindra Jadeja, who headed both batting 
and bowling averages in australia, was 
injured and didn’t play england. The key 
batsman was pant who averaged 68.50 
in australia and 54 against england with 
scores of 97, 89 not out, 91 and 101.

The top four batsmen – Rohit Sharma, 
kohli, pujara, Rahane – together averaged 
just 33. if Rohit’s 161 (out of india’s 329) 
swung the game in chennai and helped 

india level the series, pant’s 101 (118 balls) 
took it away from england’s grasp in the 
final Test. 

Through this, with 44 wickets in seven 
matches, ashwin finished as the most 
successful bowler while mohammed Siraj 
had 20 over two series. The spread is 
important, indicating that when it came 
to the crunch, india always had a batsman 
or bowler to take responsibility.

The series win in australia was the 
finest in india’s history – greater than the 
home win against australia in 2001, and 
the win there two seasons ago, greater 
than victories in the West indies and 
england in 1971. 

That total of 36 is a good place to 
start. To explain it, we need to look at the 
goldilocks principle – from the story of 
the little girl who found the third bowl of 
porridge (and chair and bed) in the bears’ 
house ‘just right’.  

Josh Hazlewood and pat cummins 

A
head of the annual 
national budget, 
india’s chief economic 
advisor spoke of using 
different approaches to 

revitalising the economy. it was important, 
he said, to survive like cheteshwar pujara 
when things were rough and then open 
out like Rishabh pant when the situation 
improved. 
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100 up: Rahane leading the 
charge against Australia.

Wicket time: Agarwal and Siraj  
celebrate Hazlewood’s dismissal.



bowled a length that was just right, swung 
the ball just enough, and the batsmen did 
just enough to nick it. it was a freakish 
coming together of circumstances.

india followed that defeat with a 
brilliant comeback win in melbourne, one 
of the great drawn Tests of this century 
in Sydney, and a stunning win in brisbane 
where the hosts had not lost a Test in 33 
years. 

BACK ON TOP
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One-eyed wOnder
six months after losing an eye in a car accident, MAK Pataudi made his Test 
debut for india. A schoolboy batting prodigy, he made his first-class debut 
for sussex at the age of 16 in 1957, later captaining oxford while he was at 
university.

The damage to his eye caused Pataudi to see a double 
image and it was feared that his cricket career was over. 
But he taught himself to play with one eye and earned 
his Test call-up against england in Delhi in 1961.

He went on to play 46 Tests, scoring six hundreds and 
17 fifties, with a top score of 203*.

Tiger PaTaudi

When it came to the crunch, India always had 
a batsman or bowler to take responsibility

Skipper kohli left for home after 
adelaide, to be at the birth of his first 
child. His deputy ajinkya Rahane led india 
to victory in the next Test in melbourne, 
scoring a century in a remarkable 
comeback. but it wasn’t the batting alone. 
There was a calmness about Rahane’s 
captaincy and an assurance about his 
moves that communicated itself to his 
team. He was aggressive, positive, and set 

attacking fields. all this with equanimity, 
almost with a smile. clearly, you can be a 
successful captain either in the assertive 
kohli manner or in the composed Rahane 
manner. To be calm and, more importantly, 
the cause of calmness in others, is just as 
important as being aggressive and the 
cause of aggression in others.

That india were able to win despite 
missing four frontline players – kohli, 
Rohit Sharma, mohammed Shami and 
ishant Sharma – is tribute to a system 
where graduation from the ‘a’ side is 
natural and players arrive ready for battle. 
Rahul Dravid, who heads the National 
cricket academy and who insisted on 
regular ‘a’ team tours, can take credit for 
this. india never had the luxury of playing 
their first eleven in the two series.

coaches are fond of saying that there 
is no substitute for proper technique 
in cricket.  but there has always been a 
substitute: a large heart. That at one point 
in the Sydney Test india were going for a 
win, is testimony to the character of this 
relatively young team. Then they had the 
resilience to hang on for a nail-biting draw. 

With 97 overs to play out on the final 
day and eight wickets in hand – not 
all fully fit players – india had to find 
something special. although pant’s 97 
showed how victory could be achieved, 
it was the 42.4 overs of nerve-wracking 
defence punctuated by body blows 
as Hanuma Vihari and ashwin held 
on that will pass into legend. Vihari 
had a hamstring issue, ashwin was in 
“incredible pain” and earlier “could 
not bend down to tie his shoelaces”, 
according to his wife’s tweet.

ashwin’s back will take its place 
alongside VVS Laxman’s listing problem 
ahead of the kolkata Test of 2001; 
gavaskar’s toothache during his first 
double century in the West indies; anil 
kumble’s broken jaw with which he 
bowled in the West indies; kapil Dev’s 
strained thigh; and Dilip Doshi’s injured 
foot which didn’t prevent them from 
bowling australia out for 83 and winning 
in melbourne; and of course every one of 
Tiger pataudi’s innings. 

Vihari had shown bottle in the past; 
so had ashwin. batting through, while 
struggling physically and under the 
double onslaught of the bowling and the 
sledging, calls for a big heart. There are 
times in Test cricket where technique is 
less important than courage.

Big heart:  
Ashwin played 
through pain in  
the Sydney Test.

 

Does your  
medical aid suit 
your family?

Move to the medical scheme that fits your journey and visit momentummedicalscheme.co.za



if pant’s was one of the finest attacking 
innings on the last day of a Test, Vihari’s 
was one of the finest defending. ashwin’s 
natural sense of timing showed through 
the cloud of tension, and it was a 
beautiful sight.

by the time the caravan rolled around to 
brisbane, india were without half a dozen 
of their first choice players. but there was 
strength in the lack of numbers, too.

it had been a gradual process. Teams 
don’t change overnight. in nearly four 
decades of reporting on the game, i have 

not seen a more resilient, confident, 
self-aware indian team. We’ve had tough 
individuals. This was a tough team. chasing 
328 on the final day, gill started it off with a 
lovely 91, pujara held firm with 56, and then 
it was left to pant (89). When cummins 
pitched one short and towards his body, 
Washington swung him for six before the 
final wrap up. That was the shot of the New 
india, as kohli likes to call this team.

india have now won two successive 
series in australia; the Sachin Tendulkar 
generation who had some of the country’s 
greatest batsmen and bowlers – it was 
india’s golden age – didn’t manage one. 
That puts things in perspective.

and yet in the first Test following 
that tour, playing at home, india lost to 
england. That was just the wake-up call 
they needed as they won the next three 
with increasingly bigger margins. ashwin, 
man of the series for the eighth time 
(only muttiah muralitharan and Jacques 
kallis have won it more often), claimed 
32 wickets (besides scoring a century in 
chennai), and found an ally in axar patel. 
This combination highlighted england’s 
essential confusion against quality spin. 

Skipper Joe Root’s double century and 
a surprising five-wicket haul with his off-
breaks saw him emerge as the lone player 
with reputation intact. 

perhaps with india at 146 for six in the 
final Test, england might have entertained 
visions of a drawn series. Then pant 
played the innings of the series, including 
the shot of the decade while reverse 
sweeping James anderson, new ball and 
all. While Washington anchored century 
partnerships for the seventh and eighth 
wickets, the difference between the teams 
was on public display.

coach Ravi Shastri said after the series, 
“We want to get out of the bubble.” 
The frustration was obvious. many indian 
players had been in a bubble since the ipL 
in September. england had inaugurated 
‘bubble’ Tests in July. a rotation policy was 
essential. 

after the WTc final, india take on england 
in a five-Test series. Their last three tours 
there have ended disastrously. kohli, now the 
third most successful international captain, 
behind Steve Waugh and Ricky ponting, will 
be hoping to change the sequence of series 
defeats there. The final frontier, perhaps, to 
borrow a phrase from Waugh. 

  LoWeST of THe LoW
Least runs scored in a Test innings:
Team Score Opposition Ground Match Date
New Zealand 26 v england  auckland 25 mar 1955
South africa 30 v england port elizabeth 13 Feb 1896
South africa 30 v england birmingham 14 Jun 1924
South africa 35 v england cape Town 1 apr 1899
South africa 36 v australia melbourne 12 Feb 1932
australia 36 v england birmingham 29 may 1902
india 36 v australia adelaide 17 Dec 2020
ireland 38 v england Lord’s 24 Jul 2019
New Zealand 42 v australia Wellington 29 mar 1946
australia 42 v england Sydney 10 Feb 1888
india 42 v england Lord’s 20 Jun 1974

There are times in Test cricket where technique 
is less important than courage

*as at 10 March 2021*
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All-round excellence: 
Washington played 
an anchoring role 
against england.

R299pm
*
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Batting banker
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ConsistenCy 
is the currency that counts

A
sk Dominic Hendricks 
who’ve been the most 
influential figures in 
his cricket career and 
Stephen cook’s name 

will be close to the summit.
it couldn’t be more appropriate.
The two men are the cricketing 

equivalent of spirit animals, Highveld 
Lions openers who’ve been mainstays of 
their franchise’s batting order, only to be 
rewarded with the label ‘underrated’.

even in this age of data, aesthetics still 
count for a lot.

When Hendricks crafts yet another 
substantial innings, he seems to be merely 
fulfilling expectations.

in contrast, mercurial stroke-makers like 
Ryan Rickelton and unrelated namesake 
Reeza make beguiling thirties or forties 
that leave observers disappointed, but not 
bemoaning another lost opportunity for 
a substantial score, simply because their 
batting is so good to look at.

proverbial bankers like Hendricks aren’t 
always afforded that luxury.

but the 30-year-old stand-in Lions 
skipper wouldn’t have it any other way.

“i’m not a flashy guy,” Hendricks 
says with a chuckle. “To be honest, i’ve 
regularly believed that i’m the crisis guy, 
the dependable player who’ll fly under the 
radar and just get on with the job.

“i really get why people enjoy watching 
more attractive stroke-makers, but that’s 
not who i am as a player.”

instead, Hendricks is a poster boy for 
most fund managers, whose mantra is that 
consistency is the currency that matters.

“Stability is hugely important to 
me. When i was finding my feet at 
franchise level, i was exposed a lot to 
senior teammates like Stephen and Neil 
mckenzie,” he says. “i marvelled at how 
professional they were. Neil was this 

“I’ve regularly believed that I’m the crisis guy … 
who’ll just get on with the job”

Stable stars: 
Hendricks 
and Cook.

With 16 hundreds and over 40 fifties to his 
name in first-class stats, Lions skipper Dominic 
Hendricks has shown that you don’t always 
need flash to bring home the proverbial cash. 
By HeinZ sCHenK.
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absolute legend of gauteng cricket, the 
guy who had experienced it all but never 
gave off that vibe.

“Right until the end of those two 
men’s careers, they gave it all. They 
would always set the standard. my best 
cricket learnings came from those two. i 
was really inspired by them.”

as the Lions continue to script an 
already successful three years under the 
tutelage of successive head coaches 
enoch Nkwe and Wandile gwavu, 
Hendricks is clearly keen to continue the 
legacy of cook and mckenzie.

There was no better example of that 
than in a thrilling four-wicket victory over 
the knights in a 4-Day Franchise Series 
encounter at the Wanderers back in 
November.

Faced with the prospect of having to 
overhaul a target of 334, Hendricks told 
his then 21-year-old opening partner, 
Joshua Richards, to forget the Lions’ 
first innings travails and catch their 
complacent opponents off-guard.

“i just had this feeling the knights 
thought we’d go off the boil again. So 
we went out with intent and got the job 
done,” is Hendricks’ pithy recollection of 
that match.

He and Richards would go on to share 
a record 256-run stand, the left-hander 
contributing 119.

Steady 
influence: 
congrats  
from coach 
Gwavu.
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it was the type of mental steel 
characteristic of trophy-winning teams.

more tellingly, his ruthless attitude 
set up a domestic campaign where the 
runs have simply kept flowing despite 
not even being part of the Lions’ 
title-winning group in the cSa T20 
challenge.

That omission highlighted another 
uncanny resemblance to cook – 
consistently pigeonholed.

Hendricks is more stylish with the 
bat than his former teammate, yet a 
perceived pedestrian career strike-rate 
of 73 in List a cricket has led to some 
critics deeming him a bit of a liability in 
the format.

That argument, however, conveniently 
ignores the value of him playing an 
anchor role.

Without Hendricks, the South african 
Under-19 vintage of 2010 wouldn’t have 
finished fifth at that year’s icc World cup.

He was named player of the 
Tournament for a fabulous haul of 391 
runs at an incredible average in excess of 
80 and strike rate of 79.

in fact, Hendricks scored a magnificent 
94 off just 99 deliveries against an 
australian attack that included full 
internationals in Josh Hazlewood, kane 
Richardson and adam Zampa, delivering 
a two-wicket victory.

ironically, australia would go on to win 
the tournament.

it’s been the same story in his senior 
career.

Hendricks might not score run-a-ball 
hundreds, but his steady influence has 
allowed the Lions to clinch victories at 
unlikely venues like boland and buffalo 
park, where other teams have floundered 
chasing targets on slower surfaces.

He ended the joint leading run-
scorer in the momentum one-Day cup 
on potchefstroom surfaces battered 
by relentless Highveld summer rains, 
boasting an unbeaten, 109-ball 91, 54 off 
61 and 65 off 74.

it made one wonder what exactly the 
fuss about his scoring tempo was.

“i suppose i’ve always had a bit 
of a point to prove in terms of being 
considered a one-format player,” says 
Hendricks. “but i, thankfully realised 
at a pretty early age that i didn’t want 
to be consumed by it. When you start 
doing that, you develop a chip on your 
shoulder.

“i didn’t want that, i just want to play 
and give my best.”

Hendricks makes another important 
point when it comes to understated 
deeds at the crease.

“batting is unbelievably tough, 
especially in a country like South africa. 
There’s a reason why most batsmen only 
reach their prime in their late twenties,” 
he notes. “Some guys even have to reach 
thirty before really hitting their straps. 
You have the exceptions like an ab de 
Villiers, but in general batting is a skill 
that takes time.

“i made a lot of mistakes as a batter 
and i’ve had to learn from all of them. 
That’s why we most of us only mature as 
players later in our careers.”

While one can count on Hendricks not 
letting his standards dip by any stretch of 
the imagination, he’s comfortable enough 
now to pursue a few other interests.

“a spot of golf has always been a 
pastime, but i’m really hoping to hit the 
astroturf for some hockey,” he says.

“i loved playing the sport at school and 
never really lost my taste for it. Naturally, 
i wanted to invest most of my time in 
cricket, but i believe i’m in a position  
now where i can give it a fair crack in  
my off-time.” 

batting banker



RetuRn of the
prodigals
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Will it be a warm welcome for the Kolpak 
players heading back to South Africa?  
DANIEL GALLAN investigates.

O
ne of the more challenging 
tasks facing cricket South 
africa (cSa) administrators 
is identifying which problem 
on their exhaustive list 

should concern them most. if the suits are 
struggling for answers, they might do well 
to turn to one of the country’s all-time 
greats.

“The way i see it, the most worrying 
aspect in our game has to do with the lack 
of experience in our domestic structure,” 
says allan Donald, head coach of the 
knights franchise – soon to be the reformed 
Free State provincial team – who collected 
602 wickets from 236 matches for South 
africa. “There’s so much young talent 
around, but they’re not developing as 
they should. What’s missing is that battle 
hardened professional to show them the 
ropes, to share their wisdom and technical 
support. You can’t just replicate what’s been 
missing.”

This conundrum has not evolved 
overnight. Since the start of the 2012/13 

Sunfoil Series there has been a gradual 
decline in the number of seasoned batters 
and bowlers operating for the six franchises. 

back then, 39.31% of batters who 
took guard in the top seven for their side 
and 21% of all bowlers not considered 
‘part-time’ who delivered an over 
had accumulated at least 80 innings 

under their belt. This past season those 
numbers dropped to 25.9% and 13.99% 
respectively. over the last two years, more 
than half of the recognised batters and 
half of the front-line bowlers had played 
less than 20 first-class matches at the start 
of the first innings. more players with less 
experience are filling the teams that feed 
the proteas than ever before.

perhaps the greatest contributor to 
this dearth of veterans no longer exists. 
The United kingdom’s divorce from the 
european Union at the start of 2021 also 
brought an end to the kolpak contract. 
For 17 years, South africans with some 
international experience have been afforded 
the opportunity to circumvent rules 
limiting english counties to one overseas 
professional. The catch was these players 
had to forfeit their chance of representing 
their country. From a more parochial 
perspective, these players were not quite as 
settled in the domestic game in South africa 

as they otherwise might have been. Now 
that the legal loophole has closed, will we 
see them return to their homeland?

“i certainly hope so,” says kyle abbott, 
the seam bowler who played 60 times for 
the proteas before joining Hampshire on 
a kolpak deal in 2017. “i don’t think that 
i’ve burned any bridges. i haven’t had any 
talks with cSa about the proteas, but if 

Re-integrating the Kolpaks

  “I would love to offer my experience and help 
some of the younger guys in South African cricket” 

– Kyle Abbott

Burnt bridges?: Abbott 
doesn’t think he has.



it were possible, i’d be open to it. but for 
now i would love to offer my experience 
and help some of the younger guys in 
South african cricket.”

True to his word, abbott signed a short-
term deal with the Titans in January, two 
days after fellow kolpak Simon Harmer did 
the same thing. Their contributions were 
cameos. abbott took a single wicket in the 
only 50-over match he played and Harmer 
bowled just seven overs of his off-spin 
across two T20s. Despite these modest 
returns, their tiptoeing back into the fold 
has been viewed as a landmark moment.

“it’s a turning point,” Donald says. 
“it feels like a new era for South african 
cricket. i know [cSa Director of cricket] 
graeme Smith is very happy about it. it 
shows that they’re willing to return and 
give back. For a big team like the Titans 
to sign them is massive. We need to put 
aside our ego and our pride. all of us, 
from the coaches to the other players in 
the system, to the fans and the media. 
i know people think they turned their 
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Up North: Olivier took his pace to Yorkshire.

backs on South africa to chase money 
in england. but we need these guys. We 
can’t let any bad blood get in the way.”

For most of its history, the kolpak option 
was largely taken by proteas who had 
reached the nadir of their international 
careers. players like claude Henderson 
(who was the first kolpak in 2004), Lance 
klusener (2006), andrew Hall (2008) and 
ashwell prince (2013) left without much 
animosity. alternatively, developing talents 
like paul Harris, Jacques Rudolph and Faf 
du plessis treated their sojourns north as de 
facto finishing schools. When the national 
selectors eventually came calling, they duly 
returned home.

The brexit referendum in 2016 changed 
this dynamic. With the window of 
opportunity closing, players in their prime 
made a dash to sign for any county that 
would have them.

Five months after Nigel Farage declared 
the Uk’s ‘independence Day’, Harmer, 
then 27, was off to essex where he has 
collected 246 red-ball wickets at an 
average of 19.34, as well as two county 
championship titles and last year’s bob 
Willis Trophy. a month later, top order 

Early adopter: Henderson was the first  
Kolpak signee.

Runs machine: Rossouw  
wielded his bat for Hampshire.

I know people think they turned their backs on 
South Africa to chase money in England.  
But we need these guys” – AllAn DonAlD
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batter Stiaan van Zyl (29) signed with 
Sussex and a month after that the bruising 
fast bowler Hardus Viljoen (27) joined 
Derbyshire. between them they had played 
18 games for their country. 

by the end of the South african 
summer, Hampshire had nabbed the 
29-year-old abbott and the 27-year-old 
runs machine Rilee Rossouw. in February 
2019, just weeks after being recognised 
as the player of the series in a three-
Test rubber against pakistan, the rangy 
spearhead Duanne olivier legged it to 
Yorkshire. He was just 26. 

in a flash, the proteas were deprived of 
a large chunk of its supporting cast. more 
pertinently, the franchise system that served 
the national side was shorn of elite talent.

“it is frustrating to say the least,” a cSa 
insider told The Cricket Monthly website in 
December 2019. “especially since we can’t 
do anything about it. Now we are conscious 

that every player we help become a world-
class performer may leave through the back 
door before he has given a proper return on 
that investment.”

That’s all over now and Donald is calling 
for bygones to be bygones. He is in talks 
with both Rossouw and olivier and is seeking 
to bring them back to the province where 
they began their professional careers. He’s 
already procured the services of Farhaan 
behardien – whose own kolpak contract 
with Durham was rendered void as a result of 
the coronavirus pandemic – and Donald can’t 
speak highly enough of the acquisition.

“at practice, he’ll pick up a side-arm 
and start giving throw downs and offering 
bits of advice,” Donald explains. “His 
record speaks for itself. He’s one of the 
best finishers in South african white ball 
cricket. For a guy like [22-year-old] Raynard 
von Tonder to pick his brain is so valuable 
for us as a team and for me as a coach. 

Fudge [behardien’s nickname] has slotted 
in perfectly. budget permitting, we’ll be 
bringing in more experienced players.”

behardien did not join the kolpak ranks 
under a cloud. His departure did not 
precipitate a deluge of hatred on social 
media or angry columns in newspapers. The 
same cannot be said for the likes of abbott, 
Harmer, Roussow and olivier. Will they be as 
readily welcomed back into the system?

according to Weber van Wyk, the agent 
who represents a host of former kolpak 
players including olivier, abbott, Rossouw, 
morne morkel, David Wiese and Dane Vilas, 
most are keen to return to South africa, but 
are conscious of the potential counterblast 
they may face. 

“i do think that is something that has to 
be in the back of their minds,” Van Wyk 
says of the possible negative reception from 
loyal supporters. “but at the end of the 
day they are all professionals that made a 
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Domestic Bliss?
With north-West and Boland having been added 
to the top tier of six provinces for the 2021/22 
domestic season, so the chief executives at both 
provinces were keen to add to their playing 
stocks. Boland’s James Fortuin confirmed 
that stiaan van Zyl and hardus Viljoen will be 
playing in Paarl next season, and added that with 
his Paarl Rocks successes in the Mzansi super 
League (MsL), he might even be able to entice Faf 
du Plessis back to the Boland in some capacity. 
Coaching the side, at least for the first season, is 
Adi Birrell, who was coach when the Rocks won 
the MsL in 2019.

up in Potch, north-West’s chief executive hP 
Prinsloo isn’t as far advanced in his recruitment 
drive. At time of writing, it is an open secret, 
however, that the Lions’ nicky van den Bergh 
is coming back home to probably captain the 
side. Also talked about – but not confirmed – 
is that Justin sammons, the Lions’ highly-
regarded assistant to Wandile Gwavu, will 
be making the move west. Prinsloo and his 
board, however, will need a war chest to 
start competing with the big boys because 
they won’t be able to compete in the top 
eight with what’s currently available in the 

Potch-Klerksdorp-Rustenburg triangle.
the bush telegraph has been working overtime elsewhere, 

with other provinces also keen on recruiting former Kolpaks 
like Van Zyl and Viljoen. Jacques Faul confirmed that 

simon harmer, Chris Morris and Kyle Abbott will all 
turn out for the titans in some capacity this coming 

season, and Rilee Rossouw and Duanne olivier 
are likely to do exactly the same for the Free 

state, although details are as yet unconfirmed.
While the Kolpak return is good news 

for domestic cricket, there is a down side. 
those in the know – like Andrew Breetzke, 
the chief executive of the sA Cricketers’ 
Association (sACA) – are still concerned 
about Cricket south Africa’s reserves, eaten 
into after years of cavalier spending and 

poor planning. others, like Breetzke’s former 
boss at sACA, tony irish, are even more alarmed, 
arguing that if CsA reserves don’t allow us to pay top 
players well enough, we could see the emergence of 
a second Kolpak-type situation. in this bleak scenario, 
sA’s best cricketers, like Quninton de Kock and 
Kagiso Rabada, simply become privateers on the 
international t20 circuit – because that’s the best 
way for them to earn far in excess of what CsA can 
pay them. – Luke Alfred.    
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decision which they believe was the best for 
their career at the time. if anyone else has a 
different view, it’s up to them how they go 
about accepting the players back.”

Not that every former kolpak will want to 
return. Vilas, 35, is captain of Lancashire and 
is registered as one of the club’s two overseas 
players (the ecb extended the previous 
limitation at the start of the year). He has 
built a house in south-west London where 
his wife pippa has a stable job and where 
their two young children go to school.

“We’re fully committed to our life here,” 
says Vilas, who played six Tests and one T20i 
for South africa between 2012 and 2015. 

“We’re on ancestral visas and waiting for 
our british passports. We have no plans to 
go back.”

Vilas made headline news across the 
cricket world in october 2019 when he 
was a surprise first round draft pick in The 
Hundred – the ecb’s 100-ball franchise 
tournament originally scheduled for 2020. 
because of his kolpak status he was signed 
by the manchester originals as a ‘local’ 
player for £125 000 (around R2.6 million). 
The competition was then rolled over by a 
year because of the pandemic. by the time 
of the new draft, Vilas was placed in the 
more competitive pool filled with overseas 
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“I am looking to get better and 
I still have some aspirations to 

play for South Africa”  
– Simon HArmer

stars. along with abbott, Wiese, Viljoen, 
Harmer, Rossouw, marchant de Lange and 
Wayne parnell, Vilas was left out. 

“it’s a tough pill to swallow,” Vilas says. 
“it’s disappointing not to be playing in the 
tournament. but i know that the money is 
never yours until it’s in your account.”

abbott feels ‘let down’ by the 
professional cricketers’ association (pca), 
the organisation representing the interests 
of professional players in england and 
Wales. “i don’t think they had our backs,” 
abbott says. “i came over here and 
committed to a contract. i don’t feel that 
commitment has been held up from both 
ends. i feel the pca could have fought for 
us more.”

perhaps this is why he and others 
are now more inclined to rekindle old 
relationships in South africa. Harmer, along 
with olivier, previously expressed interest 
in representing england. more recently he 
suggested he’d be willing to turn his arm 
over for the proteas again.

“i will be looking to put pressure on the 
people above me,” Harmer said. “That’s 
how i’m wired. i am looking to get better 
and i still have some aspirations to play for 
South africa. That’s why i’m back.”

With the proteas currently sixth on the 
icc’s Test rankings, and outside the top four 
on both white-ball charts, new skippers Dean 
elgar and Temba bavuma could certainly do 
with more options to choose from.

“From our point of view, we have no 
issues with them,” says proteas assistant 
coach enoch Nkwe. “We know that a 
strong provincial set-up could do with their 
expertise. i’m personally excited by the 
development.”

as six franchises expand to 15 provincial 
teams with an eight-seven split, the need 
for experienced players is greater than ever. 
as Donald says, a new era is dawning. old 
wounds are healing. The age of the kolpak 
is over. Whatever has transpired, this is a 
positive development for South african 
cricket.  
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TRIBUTE

RIP Ben 
Dladla (1963-2020)

Durban-based journalist LUNGANI ZAMA 
pays tribute to Ben Dladla.

WWW.backpagepix.com

40 • the heavy roller | issue one 2021  issue one 2021 | the heavy roller • 41

T 
he sincerest compliment you 
can pay a man is to state 
that, at his core, he was a 
good man. 

The very sudden passing 
of kwaZulu-Natal cricket Union president 
ben Dladla in June last year prompted 
those five words again and again, as the 
cricketing community reeled from the 
shock. 

at the time of his passing, Dladla was 
serving on cricket South africa’s board, 
and had already won plaudits for his 
uncompromising stance. 

He was a man of few words in public, 
but was most certainly fond of the 
surprising quip – especially in the corridors 
of kingsmead during matches. 

The sparsely populated domestic cricket 
contests involving the Hollywoodbets 
Dolphins would see him wander into 
the press box, perch himself near the 
scoreboard, and do a quick head count of 
those assembled. 

Transformation was a massive passion 
of his, and not just on the field. mr Dladla 
was always happy to see diversity in the 

faces that played different roles within the 
game. 

“but, tell me this, why do i see them at 
the start of the game, but not at the end?” 
he would ask, curious as to what could be 
done to keep young journalists engaged.

While others chased transformation 
numbers to prove that the game was 
changing, his barometer was different. He 
would be pleased to hear several languages 
being spoken in the press box, a sure sign of 
the diversity within the province. 

“people don’t know that i learnt the 
game from hearing people talking about it 
on Ukhozi Fm,” he laughed. 

“So when i hear Zulu and cricket 
combining, i am very happy. it takes me 
back to the beginning. We need more 
and more of it,” he challenged, noting 
that Zulu vocabulary on the game was 
deplorably lazy. 

He wasn’t wrong, as the most widely 
spoken language in South africa borrows 
terms from xhosa when it comes to cricket 
discussion. 

When asked why he would often vacate 
the company of the well-heeled in the 
president’s Suite and make for the press 
box, his answer was simple. 

“For one thing, you don’t require me to 
wear a tie when i come here!”

ben Dladla was a good man. 

At his core, he was a 
good man

HollyWooDbeTS DolpHiNS/aNeSH Debiky (Rip)



The one time he ever appeared flustered 
was when the late Zulu monarch, king 
goodwill Zwelithini, visited kingsmead. 
Running into him just before the king and 
his entourage arrived, he joked that this 
was the one time he had expected this 
journalist to dress accordingly. 

“This is all the land of the Zulu, so if he 
decides to come to the media centre, you 
will have no place to hide!” 

His visits to the press box were random 
and always well received. He would ask if 
we had enough of everything, and then 

End of innings 
One of the most recognisable voices 
in South African cricket, robin 
Jackman, died at the age of 75 on 
Christmas day 2020.

born in india in 1945, Jackman 
played four Tests and 15 one-Day 
internationals for england, and fell 
one short of 400 first-class matches 
for Surrey, Rhodesia and Western 
province.

after his retirement from the 
game in 1982, he settled in South 
africa with wife yvonne. He coached 
Western province before going on 
to have a successful commentating 
career, first with Sabc 3 from the 
mid-1990s and then with SuperSport.

Jackers died at his home from heart 
and lung complications having tested 
positive for covid19.

him and chief executive Heinrich Strydom 
working closely together. Theirs might have 
looked like an unlikely alliance, but Strydom 
is cut from the same cloth. 

He, too, is a good man. 
“it was just a privilege to work so 

closely with him. He had a presence about 
him, and was exceptional at governance 
matters,” Strydom pointed out. 

“He trusted me with the operational side 
of things, and that was something i truly 
appreciated.”

Their mutualism was perhaps a metaphor 
for the potential that this country has. 
an afrikaner and a Zulu, who started 
out worlds apart, thrown together by 
circumstances, and making the most of it.

To see them in cahoots was refreshing. 
encouraging. inspiring. 

There was never a bad word or a raised 
voice. but there was no shortage of 
progress and goodwill. 

as Strydom’s first words suggested when 
asked to recall his memories with Dladla, 
it is not easy to lose such a vital cog in the 
engine. 

“Ja, boet,” Strydom sighed. 
Though he eventually rose to the 

highest office in kZN cricket, Dladla was 
a late starter in terms of interest in the 
game. Former South african convenor of 

selectors linda Zondi knew Dladla before 
he got involved with bat and ball. indeed, 
Zondi was instrumental in getting him 
involved. He already knew that Dladla 
liked sport, with a strong background in 
athletics administration, to go along with 
his work with the Department of Sport and 
Recreation. 

“We were looking for strong leadership 
in our club structures. often, that is where 
the shortcoming is. So we needed someone 
with stature. He immediately showed an 
interest, and so he went to Umlazi cricket 

club. He was so eager to join and learn 
about the game,” Zondi remembered. 

Right away, mr Dladla’s humility was a 
beacon of hope for the future of the club. 

“He was very quick to say when he 
didn’t know something. He was curious, 
and humble enough to ask for help when 
he needed it,” Zondi continued. 

From those beginnings in Umlazi, he 
was voted onto the various representative 
structures. eventually, he was named vice-
president under Faeez Jaffer. When Jaffer’s 
term was over, Dladla was a natural heir. 

He never, ever showed any interest in 
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power. indeed, a regular quirk of his tenure 
was the number of people who simply 
didn’t know who he was or what position 
he held. He preferred it that way, quietly 
going about the business of leaving the 
game in a better place. 

Those traits made him perfect for the 
very highest offices, Zondi lamented. 

“you could see him going all the way to 
the icc, and serving the game. His integrity 
was unflinching, and integrity is something 
we lack in top administration positions in 
our sport.” 

indeed, those who served on the board 
with him had already noted that he had 
stood firm on matters of principle. even 
when the populist vote went against his 
thinking, he remained steadfast. 

ben Dladla was a good man. 
For all his leadership qualities, he was 

also not short of humour. 
The weather in Durban has always been 

temperamental, and he would often joke 
that the elders had been offended, and 
we might need to appease them with an 
offering of sorts. 

He was very pleased to see the Dolphins 
team develop into a highly competitive unit, 
and also providing several players to the 
men’s and women’s national teams. When 
there were no Dolphins in the Test team, he 
jokingly wondered if we as the kZN media 
were doing enough for the cause. 

He asked even more urgently when 
Durban lost the boxing Day Test, because it 
was one of those long-standing traditions 
on the social calendar. 

Dladla was a quiet, deep thinker of 
a man. He was also a reasonable man, 
not easily swayed by the emotion of the 
moment. 

He was a simple man, as happy in the 
stand with the masses as he was at the 
high table entertaining corporates and the 
occasional king. 

His work was not nearly finished, and 
that is perhaps the greatest lament – that 
his innings was prematurely halted. 

He leaves behind a family and colleagues 
who will fondly remember him for a lot of 
things not written or said, but also for one 
unflinching truth. For they will say: “ben 
Dladla was a good man.” 

Dladla was a quiet, deep thinker of a man

sometimes sit a while and ask how easy it 
was to simply watch people play all day. 
and then try to make sense of it in a few 
hundred words.

He served in the kwaZulu-Natal cricket 
Union for over 15 years, bringing a 
terrific sense of humility and dignity to an 
administrative environment that had 
not always been harmonious. 

it is no coincidence that 
the stability currently 
within kZN cricket 
came about with 

“So when I hear Zulu and cricket 
combining, I am very happy”

Royal visit: Ben Dladla welcomes King 
Goodwill Zwelithini (RIP) to Kingsmead.
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turned OFF SPIN
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Need not 
apply
G rainy black and white 

footage exists of the finest 
spin bowler South africa 
has ever produced. in 
fact, for many years, some 

three decades and more until allan 
Donald surpassed him, Hugh Tayfield 
was the leading wicket-taker in Tests for 
his country, with 170 in total coming 
from 37 Tests between 1949 and 1960.

His 5/120 against australia in the 
Newlands New Year’s Test of 1957/58 is 
the last time a South african right-arm 
off-spinner took a five-for in an innings. 
in his 37 Tests, there were 14 occasions 
he took five wickets in an innings, and 
twice he bagged 10-wicket match hauls.

only seven modern day protea 
bowlers have gone past him in the 
wickets-taken column – six fast bowlers 
and fast-medium Jacques kallis. in the 
spinners’ column, the next two names 
down the list are paul adams (134 
wickets) and keshav maharaj (120), 
while paul Harris (103) and Nicky boje 
(100) are the only other spinners to have 
taken a hundred Test wickets or more 
for South africa.

guess what? all four of them were 
left-handers. 

We have to go right down to Jp 
Duminy to find the most successful 
right-arm off-spinner to have played 
Test cricket for South africa. He retired 
having taken 42 wickets, although he 
never took a five-for. Nor for that matter 
did the next name on the off-spinner’s 

The right-arm offie is not seen as an  
attacking option

It’s a tough market for 
off-spinners in South 
Africa. GaRy leMKe 
has a look at why 
they’re not climbing 
the ladder.

list, pat Symcox, who ended with 37 
wickets.

Johan botha is another member of 
that off-spinner’s union, taking 17 
wickets for South africa. 

in the last Test that South africa played, 
a losing effort in pakistan, maharaj and 
george Linde were the two orthodox 
spinners, both of them left-armers. 

The most successful right-arm spinner 
for South africa over the last decade 
was imran Tahir, although he was a 
wrist-spinner. Yes, like Shane Warne.

many will argue, and with some 
justification, that Simon Harmer is the 
best right-arm off-spinner the country 
has produced since Tayfield. but we 
will never know. after a Test career 

spanning five matches in which he took 
20 wickets – he too never managed 
five wickets in an innings in that time 
– he packed up his tent and went to 
the Uk as a kolpak player. politics has 
subsequently opened the door for 
Harmer’s return to the proteas, but at 
the age of 32 he doesn’t have time on 
his side.

So, why does South africa not 
produce more ‘traditional offies’ at Test 
level? Former provincial player, now 
successful commentator brett proctor 
feels it has a lot to do with the majority 
of batsmen being right-handed. “a 
spinner wants the ball to spin away 
from the batsman,” he argues. “That’s 
why we’re producing more left-arm 
orthodox spinners and right-arm wrist 
spinners. The right-arm offie is not seen 
as an attacking option,” he says.

“i suppose it starts at school level. 
South africa’s culture has traditionally 
been to let the seamers and fast bowlers 
do the damage. The spinners are there 
to stop the game and dry up the runs. 
They are defensive options. at school 
level, if a spinner comes along they 
are often seen as ‘expensive’ bowlers 
and at that level keeping the runs to 
a minimum is what counts. it’s the 
product of limited-overs cricket. Without 

JP Duminy Keshav Maharaj Simon Harmer



right-arm off-spin being encouraged at 
schools, it’s never going to surface at 
first-class level. even the wrist spinners 
are often seen as expensive, given it’s 
such a skill to learn, so those bowlers at 
school are encouraged to bowl medium 
pace if they want to progress.”

perhaps South africa’s dearth of 
right-arm off-spin is as easily explained 
as all that, because it’s not that the 
‘traditional right-arm off-spinner’ has no 
place in the modern Test game. We only 
need to look over our shoulders and see 
what happened in February this year, as 
an example. 

england’s captain, known for his 
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batting, is a part-time off-spinner, but 
took 5/8 against india in ahmedabad. 
Yes, Joe Root has a Test five-for, which 
no South african right-arm off-spinner 
has had for 64 years.

india’s Ravi ashwin, also in February, 
had figures of 6/61 and 5/43 against 
england in chennai. it took West indies 
off-spinner Rahkeem cornwall just five 
Tests to get his first five-for, also in 
February, against bangladesh. He had a 
10-wicket match haul in only his second 
Test. bangladesh introduced right-arm 
off-break bowler Nayeem Hasan to the 
Test arena at the age of 18 and he took 
a five-for in his first Test match, against 

the West indies. and we haven’t even 
touched on australia’s Nathan Lyon.

even england’s orthodox and distinctly 
limited Dom bess looked unplayable 
as he took 5/51 at St george’s as the 
tourists spun a web around South africa 
when they were last here.

proctor agrees that it shouldn’t come 
as a surprise to see the proteas struggle 
at Test level against even routine off-
spinners, because they don’t get to see 
many of them in the domestic four-day 
game. Whereas other countries use the 
spinner as an attacking option, in South 
africa it’s the defensive option, even if 
looking at keshav maharaj as a case in 
point. 

“although he’s a left-hander and 
will spin it away from the right-
hander, maharaj is generally brought 
on to contain the runs. Traditionally 
our seamers are entrusted to win the 
game.”

However, it’s surely not as simple to 
suggest right-arm off-spinners are one-
trick ponies, spearing the ball in to the 
batsman in a defensive manner? 

“agreed,” says proctor. “The really 
successful ones use drift and dip. 
england’s graeme Swann is a good 
example. That becomes a weapon and 
South africans aren’t encouraged to use 
that dip, drift and spin. Lyon also does 
that job for australia.”

others have mystery balls, although in 
recent years the umpires and officialdom 
were quick to check the actions of 
bowlers delivering them. The most 
prolific Test bowler of all-time, muttiah 
muralitharan, was called for a suspect 
action and failed to shed the ‘chucker’ 
tag. He ended with 800 Test wickets. 
Johan botha had his doosra variant 
banned. Harbhajan Singh was reported 
for a suspect bowling action. all off-
spinners.

There isn’t any indication of right-arm 
off-spinners becoming trendy again in 
South africa. Spin is being encouraged 
amongst left-armers, but if you’re a 
right-hander you might as well add a 
few more metres to your run-up and 
become a medium-pacer with some 
slower balls and off-cutters. indeed, 
job opportunities at the higher levels 
for South african right-arm offies are 
increasingly hard to find. 
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Q
uinton de Kock had a 
disappointing Test season 
in 2020/21 with just 74 
runs at 12.33 in South 
Africa’s four Tests. Having 

the extra responsibilities of captaincy clearly 
didn’t help. But his overall Test career 
average of 37.13 is also disappointing. 
One would expect a player of his talent to 
average closer to 47 than 37 in line with 
his white-ball numbers. I increasingly think 
that, unfortunately, he is unlikely to get 
that average up to where it should be. 

In September 2012 (aged 19), he made 
what remains his highest first-class score 
of 194 for the Lions against the Cobras at 
Potchefstroom. In that innings he faced 257 
balls and batted for over six hours. Since 
then (October 2012 to February 2021), his 
longest innings in any format is 163 balls. 

He has played more innings without 
facing 170 balls in all formats (457) than 
anyone else worldwide. Second on that list 
is Keiron Pollard (435), third is Jason Roy 
(425). If you want to have a substantial 
Test batting average, you must play long 
innings. Here are some comparative 
number of 170+ ball innings over that 
period: Cheteshwar Pujara 42, Steve Smith 
38, Kane Williamson 31, Joe Root 28, 
Virat Kohli 25. It is very hard to see how 
De Kock will be able to compete with such 
players if he can’t bat for a long time.

333 of Pollard’s innings were in matches 
where the whole team is only allocated 
120 balls, so it is not surprising that he is 
high on the list. Roy is a more instructive 
comparison with De Kock. Jonny Bairstow 
and Roy have an average opening 
partnership of 58.63 in ODIs, which is 
the best by any pair with 2000+ runs. 
Unlike Pollard, he has been playing first-
class cricket over that period (albeit with 
limited opportunities due to international 
white-ball commitments). In 2019, he was 
given an opportunity in the Test team (as 
an opener, despite having batted in the 
middle-order for the bulk of his career). 
After a gentle debut against Ireland, he 
played in the first Ashes Test at Edgbaston. 
England were set a target of 398 to win, 

or, more realistically, 97 overs to survive. 
In those circumstances, statisticians look 
at the longest innings the individuals in 
the batting team have played to give 
some indication of what can be expected. 
I was staggered to find that Roy had 
never batted more than three-and-a-half 
hours in his professional career. He had no 
experience of what was needed. Here is 
CricInfo’s description of his dismissal for 28: 
“Oh my word ... bowled on the charge! 
Lyon has his first and Roy is sent packing 
after making a complete misjudgement 
of which ball to attack! Maybe the ODI 
mindset was the problem ...”

It was not surprising. In what are highly 
likely to be his final figures, he has 187 
runs at 18.70 in Test cricket. 

72.4% of all De Kock’s professional 
innings have been played against a white 
ball (160 one-day and 197 T20 against 136 
first-class innings) and almost invariably 
on pitches that make it relatively easy to 
hit that ball hard and often. It highly likely 
with that proportion of innings his ‘muscle 
memory’ will be more tuned to those 
conditions. Now, aged 28, it will be very 
difficult to learn to play long innings.

THE THREE-LETTER ACRONyM INDUSTRy 
is one of the few that has benefitted from 
Covid-19. One such common acronym in 
cricket is ‘BSE’ which stands for ‘bio-secure 
environment’. The franchise one-day and 
T20 competitions were played over short 
periods at single venues to try to reduce 
the impact of the nasty virus. The Betway 
T20 competition was held at Kingsmead 
in Durban. Kingsmead is vastly different 

to the old days when the pitch was green 
and helped the likes of Vince van der Bijl 
and Mike Procter. It is now clearly the most 
spin-friendly of the main venues in South 
Africa. Given that the T20 World Cup will 
be held in India, it made sense to play 
in the conditions most like what can be 
expected for that tournament.

But the question is, did it actually do 
that? Pitches in India for Test matches are 
helpful to spinners as witnessed in the 
recently completed series against England 
in which spinners took 75.4% of the 
wickets and averaged 21.69 compared to 
their faster counterparts’ 26.61. But the 
white ball games in India are generally 
played on tracks conducive to fast scoring. 
Specifically, over the last five IPL seasons 
played in India, the average runs per over 
was 8.43. It was consistently around that 
number over the period. It is true that 
spinners had a better economy rate (7.81) 
than seamers (8.57) in those five seasons. 

In the previous franchise T20 competition 
in South Africa in 2019, the overall run-rate 
was 8.07. Spinners went for 7.20 runs 
per over that season compared to 8.42 by 
seamers. In the Durban competition spinners 
went for 6.72 per over and seamers 7.29. 
While the spinners did better than seamers 
in both seasons (which is consistent with the 
IPL) the overall run-rate in 2021 was 7.22 
which is substantially below the IPL. Does 
this suggest that the conditions in Durban 
were actually too slow for adequate T20 
World Cup preparation? 

Andrew Samson has been CSA’s official 
statistician since 1994 and has worked 
around the world on radio and TV  
since 1988.

48 • the heavy roller | issue one 2021

COLUMN

GO FIGURE   T h e  A n d re w  S a m s o n  Co l u m n

THE LONG HAUL

WHY MAKE LAZARUS MOTOR COMPANY YOUR CHOICE

OUR TEAM
Our team are passionate 

individuals who love working in the 
automotive industry.

FIVE BRANDS ONE LOCATION
Your one-stop destination with

5 brands in one location. You are 
destined to find your dream car. 

EASY TO DO BUSINESS
We have mastered our processes 

to ensure you have a seamless 
and transparent experience.

CERTIFIED USED VEHICLES
Our used vehicles are certified, 
giving you peace of mind when 

buying a used car.




